
            

GENERAL TRAVEL INFO LESOTHO  

 

LESOTHO 
 
One can experience extreme in temperatures during the winter and summer months. The summer 
months of October to April are a good time and if one wants to avoid the rain and be able to do 
tourist activities then between October to November and March/April. 
 
Some great things we recommend to Do and See: 
 
• Basotho would be an experience if you stay overnight in a hut in the real rual areas. 
• Bushmen rock paintings of bush life and animals can be visited at the Ha Khotso and Ha 

Baroana site near Maseru 
• Maletsunyane Waterfalls is the highest single-drop fall in Southern Africa and three times higher 

than the Niagra frontier. 
• Molejoeng Caves are situated 2km south of the Mahale’s Hoek and the Masitise Cave House. 
• Unique birdlife will be appreciated by many tourists. Around 279 species of birds have been 

recorded and some of them are rare to Southern Africa. Watch them as you drive along the 
Mountain Road through the centre of the country. 

• Horse riding, mountain climbing and hiking is a great way of exploring the rugged beauty of the 
land. Moyeni and Mohales Hoek in the southern region are locations for activities. 

 
 
An event that should not be missed: 
 
• Morija Arts and Culture Festival should not to be missed in April. This festival showcases the 

best of Basotho culture with traditional performances of dance and live music. The stalls and 
exhibits showing off heritage and will be a real treat and experience for visitors. 

 



            
Shopping Tips: 
 
Lesotho offers different handicraft shops selling items including Lesotho’s famous conical hats, 
grass-woven mats, brooms and baskets, pottery, woo and mohair rugs, tapestries, clay bead and 
porcupine quill jewellery, silver and gold items and ebony items.  
 

CURRENCY: 

The loti (plural: maloti) is the official currency of Lesotho. It is subdivided into 
100 lisente (sg. sente).  

Bills: 10 maloti, 20 maloti, 50 maloti, 100 maloti 
Coins: 5 lisente, 10 lisente, 20 lisente, 50 lisente, 1 loti, 2 maloti, 5 maloti 
 
The Loti is fixed at a value equal to the South African Rand. Rands are accepted everywhere in the 
country. The best currencies to bring along are US dollars, Euros or British pounds. To exchange 
money you will need to provide identification, all banks and money exchange offices require to see 
the original passport.  

There is an ATM in Maseru that accepts international card. All the other ATM’s in Lesotho only work 
if you have a local bank account. Most of the banks will change travellers cheques for you. 
However, please be advised that this can turn out to be quite a lengthy process if they are in any 
other currency apart from South African Rand. Credit cards are usually accepted in Shoprite and 
the main hotels, but NOT elsewhere. 

Credit cards are only accepted by major tourist establishments.  

TELEPHONE INFO: 

Lesotho’s country code is 266 and there are no additional area codes. If you want to make an 
international call (including SA), dial 00 followed by the country code, area code (minus the initial 
zero) 

The mobile phone service provider is Vodacom Lesotho and based in Maseru. The coverage area 
goes all the way to Butha-Buthe, South to Quthing and east to Mohale Dam. All charges can be 
comparable to south African charges.  

 

DRIVING INFO: 

Lesotho is a left-hand driving country. 

The most important border posts are Caledonspoort, Ficksburg Bridge, Makhaleng Bridge, Maseru 
Bridge, Ngoangoma Gate, Peka Bridge, Qacha's Nek, Ramatseliso's Gate, Sani Pass, Sephaphos 
Gate, Tele Bridge and Van Rooyen's Gate.  

Please be aware of the fact that some of the border posts can only be gained access to by four-
wheel cars, and only Maseru Bridge and Ficksburg Bridge are open 24 hours. All other borders 
close early. Sometimes as early as as 4PM. Furthermore we would like to advise you that routine 
searches of vehicles at customs checkpoints take place on a very regular basis.  



           

The main roads in Lesotho are very much comparable to minor roads in Europe. They are sealed, 
and usually free of potholes. The A1 road (aka 'Main North') is tarred from Maseru all the way to 
Mokhotlong and the A2 (aka 'Main South') is tarred from Maseru to Qacha's Nek. The roads 
to Roma, Mohale Dam and Katse Dam are also tarred.  

However, the road road to Semonkong (4x4 only most of the year although some drive in 2x4 hire 
cars) and the last 20km to Malealea are unsealed.  

If you are planning a trip off to the mountains, double check your vehicle and top up on oil, check 
the spare tire etc. You never know.There are some sharp climbs which require 2nd or even 1st 
gear to get up.  

Please be advised that if you are taking a rented car, you need to get a permission from the rental 
company to take the car into Lesotho. This means that you will need to show written permission 
from the rental company at border control.  

Another advise includes petrol. Fill up your tank in Maseru or in South Africa!  

The general speed limits are just comparable to South Africa and are 60 km/h on a public road 
within an urban area and may be lifted to 80 km/h on some major urban roads. 120 km/h on every 
tarmac freeway and100 km/h on secondary roads. 

 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS: 

In the last 15 years of operating and selling holidays in Africa we fortunately did not experience any 
big emergencies. But just in case anything would happen please find some important info below. 

Hospital: 121  
Firemen: 122  
Police: 123 
 
 
LANGUAGES: 

Sesotho (southern Sotho) is the language spoken by all the locals. Next to Sesotho, English 
shares the position of official language. Other languages that you may hear in Lesotho are Zulu 
and Xhosa. 

 

THE FOOD OF LESOTHO: 

The food in Lesotho has African as well as British influences. Because the country is surrounded 
by South Africa and therefore shares a lot of culinary practices. This includes a lot of potatoes, 
seafood as well as rice and vegetables.  

You are also able to find many corn based dishes include such as pap, a maize porridge.  

 



            

Stews made with peanuts are also very popular. The cuisine of the Basotho people has a tendency 
to to include sauces, but is mostly less spicy than other African countries.  

Other traditional dishes are: 

Beetroot salad, oxtail stews, curries, kebabs 

Regional drinks: 

Ting (fermented porridge) 
Ginger beer 
Locally brewed beer 
 

SAFETY: 

Wherever you travel your safety is of course always of our utmost concern. With over 15 years of 
travel experience in Africa we compiled some general tips below. 

If you have no experience in driving on gravel and sand roads, please be warned to keep to the 
speed limits, these roads do not give you the same grip as tar roads and roll overs are frequent not 
to mention the flats tyres. In some cases they are so badly damaged that they need to be 
completely replaced.  

In the rainy season it pours and the sand/gravel roads turn from driving surfaces to soft mud and 
you will have limited control of your vehicles. 

Try and drive towards the centre of the road when there is good visibility and keep to your left 
when approaching blind bends and hills. Due to no fencing in most areas, please be aware of all 
sorts of animals (especially domestic animals) which can dart out unexpectedly and your first 
reaction is to swerve to avoid hitting it/them. It is safer to just hit it, if is something small like an 
impala or a warthog. 

The urban centres can get dangerous if you are on your own especially at night but Lesotho's 
stirring rural landscapes mean there are not many reason to hang around town. 

Tourism is strong in Lesotho but still developing, nevertheless the people are very friendly and the 
pace of life is appealingly relaxed, making it a very nice holiday destination for cautious 
vacationers. 

Camping in Lesotho is generally quite safe in established campsites. For your safety please do not 
camp wild in river beds or undesignated camping areas.  

 

VISA REQUIREMENT/S / BORDER POSTS: 

All travelers will need a passport which is at least valid for 90 days following your departure date 
from Lesotho. But we recommend you to travel with 6 months validity on your passport at all times.  

You will need an adequate un-used pages in your passport, allowing for any necessary stamps 
upon arrival and departure. Furthermore, we recommend that you have at least two free pages in  



            

Visas section of your passport before any international travel. U.S. citizens can get extra passport 
pages added to their passports as fast as within 24 hours. 

 

HEALTH / OTHER RISKS / INSURANCE:  

No vaccinations are essential. There is no risk of yellow fever in Lesotho. The government of 
Lesotho requires proof of yellow fever vaccination only if you are arriving from a country with risk 
of yellow fever.  

 

WHAT TO PACK: 

Winters in Lesotho are usually cold and dry while Summers are hot and wet. 
 
Herewith the suggested list as follows: 
 

• Comfortable shoes (sandals, tennis shoes), durable walking shoes (with good tread) 
• T-shirts and shorts 
• Long sleeve shirts/pants 
• Skirt and dress for restaurants / hotel stays 
• Light rain jacket and/or umbrella 
• Underwear  
• Swimwear, bandannas and light gym wear (there are pools and you'll have chances to jump in the 

ocean on vacation)  
• Sun cream and sun hat 

 
Please note: Should you want to wear Rain Boots they can also be purchase in Lesotho, they are a national 
staple! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


